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Put t ing East  Ham first

St ephen  l aun ches APPG r epor t
Stephen has launched a report  writ ten by 
the Al l -Party Parl iamentary Group on 
TOEIC fol lowing its recent  inquiry.

The inquiry concluded that tens of 
thousands of international students had 
their visas revoked after the Home Off ice 
used ?confused, misleading, incomplete 
and unsafe? evidence which was provided 
by the US f irm running English language 
tests, ETS. 

The APPG on TOEIC, which Stephen chairs, 
concluded that students who had their 
visas revoked had no proper right to 
challenge the decision. Some were 
detained in removal centres, lost their jobs 
and were left homeless as a result, even 
though they were in the country legally.

Based on evidence gathered from affected 
students, legal experts and technical 
experts, the report states that Home Off ice 
off icials themselves had said they were 
unsure whether the evidence against the 

students was robust enough to stand up in 
court.

Speaking at the launch, Stephen said: "One 
thing that struck me throughout our 
hearings was that evidence from ETS ? the 
basis for denying visas to thousands of 
overseas students, often with catastrophic 
effects ? quite simply could not be relied 
upon. 

?Some students have ? at great cost ? 
managed to clear their names. However, 
universities still see them as a risk due to 
the nature of the allegations made against 
them. As things stand, and without help 
from the government, their futures remain 
bleak. This report sets out crucial steps we 
believe the government must now take.?

The Home Secretary - who has read the 
report - has announced that he plans to 
make a statement to the House of 
Commons in response to its f indings 
before the summer recess.
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A MESSAGE FROM 
STEPHEN TI MMS

The House of  Commons recent ly had its 
f irst  opportunity to debate the main 
principles of  the Animal  Welfare 
(Sentencing) Bil l . It  seeks to increase 
the maximum penal ty for animal  
wel fare of fences f rom six months to 
f ive years.

We can be proud in this country of 
having some of the best animal welfare 
practices and laws in the world, and the 
Bill does what it needs to do to enhance 
that reputation. The landmark Animal 
Welfare Act 2006 is something that I am 
very proud of and delivering maximum 

sentencing through the Animal Welfare 
(Sentencing) Bill will ensure that our 
high standard is maintained and builds 
on those original foundations.

As well as backing this Bill, the 
Government needs to place a statutory 
duty on local councils to enforce the 
Animal Welfare Act, so that it has proper 
teeth, and to give local councils 
adequate resources to enforce the law.

This Bill has been a long time coming. I'm 
glad, therefore, that it will f inally reach 
the statute books.

An i mal  wel f ar e



One of  Stephen?s biggest  parl iamentary 
commitments is membership of  the 
al l -party Brexit  Select  Commit tee. 

Last week ? with Stephen?s support and 
despite opposition from Eurosceptic 
members Jacob Rees-Mogg and Peter 
Bone ? the Committee published a report 
on ?The consequences of ?No Deal? for UK 
business?.

A ?No Deal? Brexit would cause severe 
disruption, and put many jobs at risk.  
The report spells out the impact on key 
sectors:

- Undermining UK car-manufacturing 
competit iveness, imposing an 
average £2700 import duty on every 
UK-made car exported to Europe;
Creating medicine shortages, 

especially for the f irst three months 
after Brexit;

- A ?disaster? for farming, with the two 
thirds of UK agriculture exports which 
go to the EU facing import duties up 
to 50% ;

- Severely disrupting the service 
sector, accounting for 80%  of the UK 
economy, threatening small f irms 
especially;

- Leaving an ?untenable? vacuum for 
UK-based scientif ic research.

Speaking after the report's publication, 
Stephen commented: ?All the sector 
representatives who gave evidence to us 
warned of damaging consequences from a 
?No Deal? Brexit.  No responsible 
Government should contemplate it.?

The full report can be read here.

Br exi t  Sel ect  Commi t t ee r epor t

https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/exiting-the-european-union-committee/news-parliament-2017/consequences-no-deal-business-report-published-17-19/


A group of  year 6 pupils f rom 
Langdon Academy have visted the 
House of  Commons.

The group watched a short 
introductory f ilm about the House 
of Commons in the Parliamentary 
Education Centre, before being 
given a tour of the building by 
guides.

Afterwards, they met with Stephen 
in a committee room to hear more 
about the work of an MP. The group 
? based in Stephen?s constituency 
of East Ham ? were able to hear 
about the functioning of parliament, 

the way laws are passed and all the 
latest news on Brexit. After this they 
quizzed Stephen about topics of 
concern.

Speaking after the event, Stephen 
said:  ?It was a real pleasure to host 
the group. They obviously have a 
strong interest in politics both at a 
global and a local level and raised a 
variety of issues with me from 
climate change to litter picking. 

One said that he would like to be an 
MP in the future and this is 
something I encourage all young 
people to consider.?

Vi si t  by  Lan gdon  Academy



Stephen hosted a report  launch for the charity 
Versus Arthrit is. The new report  ? ent it led 
?Working it  out? - explores individuals? 
experiences of  the Access to Work scheme and 
the charity?s recommendat ions for improving it .

The event was an opportunity for MPs to hear 
f irst-hand from people with arthrit is about the 
dif f iculties they have had with the scheme. Copies 
of the new report were also available, detail ing 
the recommendations produced by Versus 
Arthrit is. These include giving people access to 
the right equipment to support them in their role 
and to claim travel costs easily, improving 
communication with the scheme and having a 
more responsive review process that recognises 
the changing needs of those suffering from the 
condition.

Speaking after the event, Stephen said: ?With a 
new Minister for Disabled People, Health and Work 
in place and a spending review expected 
imminently, the coming months are the perfect time 
to raise awareness in Parliament of how vital the 
Access to Work Scheme can be for people with 
arthritis. Unfortunately, in too many cases the 
Scheme has been failing some of the most 
vulnerable. I support the recommendations of this 
new report and I call on the new Minister to address 
these issues without delay.?

St ephen  
host s 
ar t hr i t i s 
r ecept i on



Meet  t he t eam. . .
If  you cal l  Stephen's of f ice, or come along to one of  his regular advice 

surgeries, you are l ikely to be helped by one of  his staf f . 

"My role is to oversee the everyday management of the office and 
ensure that Stephen is able to offer his support to as many local 
individuals and organisations as possible."

Ali Gordon, Of f ice Manager

"As Stephen's researcher my job is to make sure that he has all the 
information he needs to represent East Ham in Parliament, and for 
his work on the Brexit Select Committee."

Rachel Evans, Par l iam ent ary Assist ant

"As a caseworker it can be very rewarding to resolve long standing 
issues that people have experienced. It's important for constituents 
to be aware of how we can help."

Naom i Grant , Caseworker  

?Naomi and I advise on a wide range of issues on a day-to-day basis. 
We love meeting constituents and providing support to those who 
feel like they have no one else to turn to.?

Am y Dolley, Caseworker

"I organise Stephen's day-to-day diary and respond to all the 
invitations he receives throughout the week. In short, I have to make 
sure he is in the right place at the right time!"

Rachel Mander , Diary Manager
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